
 
 

Lake Superior eBirders 
Big Day Recap ς Sunday, 26 May 2019 
 
2019 marked the 8th year of our 
Lake Superior eBirders team, and 
3rd straight comprised of the same 
members ς Ryan Brady, Nick Anich, 
and Erik Bruhnke. A cold, wet, and 
late spring τ including сέ of snow 
ƻƴ aŀȅ ф ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ нέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
19th τ wreaked havoc on migration 
and our Big Day planning. 
Ultimately, we postponed our 
effort, which yielded the return of a 
few more birds and a mostly 
spectacular late May day of 
warmth, sunshine, and calm winds. 
 
Our first bird of the day was an E. Whip-poor-will in the Chequamegon National Forest west of 
Washburn, followed shortly by a N. Saw-whet Owl, then Barred Owl, and finally an American Woodcock 
peenting in the brightness of a quarter moon. A singing mimid gave us pause in light of a recent rash of 
N. Mockingbird sightings but alas it proved to be a Gray Catbird.  Back near Ashland, stops near some 
wet fields ~3:30am yielded a singing [Ŝ/ƻƴǘŜΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƛǾŜ ŀƭƭ 
told. Just moments later, five more sang near the Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center (!) amid a rising 
chorus of AmŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²ƻƻŘŎƻŎƪǎΣ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ {ƴƛǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ŜŘƎŜ ²ǊŜƴǎΦ bŜŀǊōȅ tǊŜƴǘƛŎŜ tŀǊƪ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 
Virginia Rail, Sora, and Marsh Wren by 4 am. 

 
 
Our first stop south of Ashland yielded more of the 
same τ п [Ŝ/ƻƴǘŜΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿs from a single point. 
By the time dawn broke we had tallied 17, far more 
than the couple we usually find! Despite that, our 
best find was a single Grasshopper Sparrow that 
furnished one of few county records in recent 
decades. As daylight kicked in we had most of the 
species we hoped for, save for Great Horned Owl.   
 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak in snow on May 19 ©Ryan Brady 

[Ŝ/ƻƴǘŜΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿ ©Nick Anich 
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Farther south toward Morgan Falls, we found Wood Thrush, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Great Crested 
Flycatcher, and Red-bellied Woodpecker, all species that sometimes elude us. In addition to standard 
ŦŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ .ǊŜǿŜǊΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘŜǊn Harrier in nearby ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ 
Sparrow, flyby Bank Swallows, and a Red-headed Woodpecker! Our return to downtown Ashland gave 
us Merlin and Peregrine Falcon but failed to produce N. Cardinal and House Finch, a tradeoff many 
would undoubtedly welcome. 
 
By 7:15 am our attention turned to 
the Lake Superior shore, where our 
first stop produced our second-ever 
White-winged Scoter, a couple 
Lesser Yellowlegs, and an Alder 
Flycatcher, none of which we would 
see again this day. Several other 
stops got us Amer. White Pelican, 
aǳǘŜ {ǿŀƴΣ .ƻƴŀǇŀǊǘŜΩǎ DǳƭƭǎΣ 
Common Terns, Black Duck, Gadwall, 
Redhead, and both scaup. Best of all 
may have been the mixed flock of 
Ruddy Turnstones and Sanderlings at 
Maslowski Beach. By 8 am we had a 
near-average 110 species. 

 
Moving to Washburn and points north we 
finally picked up N. Cardinal and had a good 
showing of warblers, including N. Parula, N. 
Waterthrush, Blackburnian, Pine, Black-
throated Green, Canada, Mourning, Magnolia, 
.ƭŀŎƪǇƻƭƭΣ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎΣ DƻƭŘŜƴ-winged, and Black-
throated Blue, many already on breeding 
territories. Good finds on the water included 
Green Heron, Bufflehead, Horned Grebe, and 
Hooded and Red-breasted Mergansers, while 
Sharp-ǎƘƛƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ IŀǿƪǎΣ {ŎŀǊƭŜǘ 
Tanager, Blue-headed Vireo, and Golden-
crowned Kinglet were other welcome pick-ups 
en route to Cornucopia on Lake Superior. Now 
approaching the noon hour we were up to 144 
species! 
 
We reached the south shore expecting a lake 
breeze and cooler temperatures per usual. We 
were greeted, however, to one of the warmest 
Řŀȅǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ τ 
sunshine, 70+ degrees, and nearly no wind! 

Ruddy Turnstone & Sanderling ©Ryan Brady 

Nick & Ryan at Big Rock County Park ©Erik Bruhnke 



Dare I say one of our team members began to complain 
of the heat (yes, he was reprimanded). Although the 
warmth reduced afternoon bird activity, the primary 
consequence was bringing droves of holiday 
recreationists out to area beaches and other lakeshore 
points. 
 
Nonetheless, we had some great finds! At Bark Point, we 
found 2 Boreal Chickadees, our first ever for a Birdathon 
Big Day. Two Red-necked Grebes there were the only we 
found all day. Likewise, for a random flyover Caspian 
Tern. The Port Wing Boreal Forest State Natural Area 
again produced Brown Creeper within moments of 
stopping to listen for it, while the harbor at Port Wing 
gave us a White-rumped Sandpiper amid far more 
people than these northerners could handle.  

  
 

 

 
We arrived to the pine barrens south of Iron 
River behind schedule but eager to visit a 
new habitat that might yield a fresh batch of 
new species. However, our hopes quickly 
faded as we missed one species after 
another. Even our go-ǘƻ YƛǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ 
spot let us down initially, and we began to 
drive away rather dejected. Then one sang, 
and all was better again! We went on to add 
Vesper and Field Sparrows but missed Dark-
eyed Junco and Connecticut Warbler. 
 
 
 

Boreal Chickadee ©Ryan Brady 

Scanning the Lake Superior shores ©Ryan Brady 

KirtlandΩs Warbler ©Ryan Brady 



 
As we looped eastward toward areas southwest of Ashland in the late afternoon the weather took a 
decided turn. Calm, 75-degree, t-shirt weather quickly became 45 degrees with a brisk wind off the lake! 
New species seemed hard to come by, and our energy was waning. Yet as often the case, some of the 
best was yet to come. South of Ino we picked up our only Western Meadowlark and 2 Upland 
Sandpipers. Then perhaps our rarest sight of the day τ a nesting pair of Long-eared Owls, with chicks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Long-eared Owl ©Erik Bruhnke 

Long-eared Owl 
©Ryan Brady 


