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2019 marked the 8 year ofour

Lake Superior eBirdetesam, and

3" straight comprised of the same
members¢ Ryan Brady, Nick Anich,
and Erik Bruhnke. A cold, wet, and
late springt includingc ©f snow .
2y al& & YR Iy2i
19" 1 wreaked havoc on migration
and our Big Day planning.
Ultimately,we postponed our
effort, whichyielded the return of a
few more birds and a mostly
spectacular late May day of
warmth, sunshine, and calm winds.

Rosebreasted Grosbeakn snov on May 19© Ryan Brady

Ouir first bird of the day wasnaE.Whip-poor-will in the Chequamegon National Forest west of

Washburn, follaved shortly by a N. Sawhet Owl, then Barred Owl, and finally an American Woodcock
peenting in the brightness of a quarter moon. A singing mimid gave us pause in light of a recent rash of

N. Mockingbird sightings but alas it proved to be a Gray CatBiadk near Ashland, stops near some

wet fields~3:30amyieldeda singind S/ 2y 1SQa { LI NNRg> (GKSYy |Iy2iKSNE
told. Just moments later, five more sang near the Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center (!) amid a rising
chorusof A NA OF'y 222R02014az 2AfazyQa {yALISIT YR {SR:
Virginia Rail, Sora, and Marsh Wren by.

Ouir first stopsouth of Ashlangielded more of the
samet n [ S/ 2y (i $oin a gingle pivR &
By the time dawn broke we had tallied , Ifar more
than the couple we usually fihdespite that, our
best find was a single Grasshopper Spartioat
furnished one of few county records in recent
decades. As daylight kicked in we had most of the
species w hoped for, save for Great Horned Owl
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Farther south toward Morgan Falls, we foutbod Thrush, Eastern Wodeewee, Great Crested

Flycatcher, and Rebkellied Woodpecker, all specidsat sometimes elude usn additionto standard
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Sparrow, flyby Bank Swallows, and a fRedded Woodpecker! Our return to downtown Ashland gave

us Merlin and Peregrine Falcon but failedoroduce N. Cardinal and House Finatlradeoff many

would undoubtedly welcome

By 7:15am our attention turned to
the Lake Superior shore, where our
first stopproducedour secondever
White-winged Scoter, a couple
Lesser Yellowlegs, and an Alder
Flycatcher, none of which we would
see again this day. Several other
stops got us Amer. White Pelican,
adziS {glys .2yl L}
Common Terns, Black Duck, Gadwall, -
Redhead, ad both scaup. Best of all
may have been the mixed flock of
Ruddy Turnstones and Sanderlings at

Maslowski BeactBy 8am we hada Ruddy Turnstone & SanderlingRyan Brady
nearaveragel10 species

Moving to Washburrand points northwe

finally picked up N. Cardinal arlthda good

showing of warblers, including N. Parula, N.

Waterthrush, Blackburnian, Pine, Black

throated Green, Canada, Mourning, Magnolia,
flO1LREft>X awhded andBlack D2 f

throated Blue, mnyalreadyon breeding

territories. Good finds on thevater included

Green Heron, Bufflehead, Horned Grebe, and

Hooded and Retireasted Merganserswhile
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Tanager, Bluéeaded Vireo, and Golden

crowned Kinglet were other welcome picks

en route to Cornucopia on Lal8iperia. Now

approaching the noon hour we were up to 144

species!

We reached the south shore expecting a lake

breeze and cooler temperaturgger usual We

were greeted, however, to one of the warmest
RIFed 6SQ0S SOSNI SELISNRSYy
sunshine, 70+ deges, and nearly no wind!

Nick & Ryarat Big Rock County Pam&Erik Bruhnke



Dare | say one of our team members begardmplain
of the heat (yes, he was reprimandedjthoughthe
warmth reducedafternoon bird activitythe primary
consequence walringing droves ofioliday
recreationistsout to area beahes and othefakeshore
points.

Nonetheless, we had some great findg!Bark Point, we
found 2 Boreal Chickadees, our first ever for a Birdathon
Big Day. Two Remakecked Grebes there wetle only we
found all day Likewisefor a random flyover Caspian
Tern.ThePort Wing Boreal Forest State Natural Area
again produced Brown Creeper within moments of
stopping to listen for itwhile the harbor at Port Wing
gave us a Whiteumped Sandpiper amid far more

people than these nohterners could handle.

Boreal Chickadeeg©Ryan Brady

We arrived to the pine barrens south of Iron
River behind schedule but eager to visit a
new habitat that might yield a fresh batch of
new speciesHowever, our hopes quickly
faded as we missed one species after
another. Evenourgdl 2 YANI € | YR
spotlet us down initiallyand we began to
drive away rather dejected. Then one sang,
and all was better again! We went on to add
Vesper and Field Sparrows but missed PBark
eyed Junco and Connecticut Warbler.

Kirtland®@ Warbler© Ryan Brady



As we looped eastward toward areas southwest of Ashland in the late afternoon the weather took a
decided turn. Calm, 7#8egree, tshirt weather quickly became 4fegrees with a brisk wind off the lake!
New species seemed hard to come by, and energy was waning. Yas often the casesome of the

best was yet to come. South of Ino we picked up our only Western Meadowlark and 2 Upland
Sandpipers. Then perhaps our rarest sight of theday nesting pair of Longared Owls, with chicks

Longeared Owl
©Ryan Brady

Longeared Owl© Erik Buhnke



